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Media release 
 

Startup Boom in Switzerland continues after the Corona-led record year 
 
St. Gallen/Zurich/Lausanne, 30. June 2021: 
 
After the year 2020, which was marked by the COVID-19 pandemic, and went down in history as a record 
year in terms of the number of new companies founded, Switzerland is now heading for a new record this 
year. In the first half of 2021, 26’387 new companies were entered in the commercial register. This 
represents an increase of +20.9% compared to the same time period last year. The high increase 
compared to the first half of 2020 is partly due to the lockdown measures put in place at that time. The 
Swiss startup scene is showing optimistic signs and looks confident into the future. 
 
In which areas are the startup scene booming? 
Most new companies were established in the cantons of Zurich (4'638), Vaud (2'473), Bern (2'471) and 
Geneva with 2'173 new entries. These four cantons make up almost half of all new incorporations in 
Switzerland. But which cantons are the winners in percentage compared to the previous year? The 
canton of Schaffhausen recorded an increase of a remarkable +63.7% compared to the previous half 
year. Followed by Zug with +40.3%, Uri with +32.7% and Bern with an increase of +31.6%. Except for 
Appenzell Innerrhoden (-19.4%) and Obwalden (-9.2%), all cantons recorded a growth. The exact 
founding numbers and percentage changes are shown in the following chart. 
 

 
 

(Sources: Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce SHAB; Analysis and Graphic: IFJ Institut für Jungunternehmen AG) 
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(Sources: Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce SHAB; Analysis and Graphic: IFJ Institut für Jungunternehmen AG) 
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Comparison of the last 10 years 
Since modest decreases in 2012 and 2015, the Office of the Commercial Register has seen a consistent 
increase in new entries until 2020. In the first half of 2020, new entries dropped temporarily due to the 
COVID-19 measures. On average, 22’010 new companies were registered per half-year over the last 10 
years. The current six months of 2021 show a significant growth of 20% over the 10-year average, with 
26’387 new registrations. 
 

 
 

(Sources: Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce SHAB; Analysis and Graphic: IFJ Institut für Jungunternehmen AG) 
 
Comparison of legal forms 
In the first half of the current year, 10’024 new limited liability companies (LLC) were founded in 
Switzerland, representing an increase of +18.5%. Followed by the sole proprietorship with 8’743 new 
registrations (+21%), the public limited company (Ltd) with 5’212 new registrations (+25%) and the 
general partnership with 800 (+21.8%) registrations. 
 

 
 

(Sources: Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce SHAB; Analysis and Graphic: IFJ Institut für Jungunternehmen AG) 
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New companies by sectors 
In terms of new companies by sectors, all sectors except for three are showing positive signs compared 
to the previous year. The top three growth sectors include Other Services (including video production, 
photography, facility management, gardening) with +69%, Agriculture & Forestry (+59.7%) and Retail 
Trade with +42.8%. The sectors with declines are Transport & Logistics (-3.5%) und High Tech (-1.6%). 
 

 
 

 
 

(Sources: Swiss Official Gazette of Commerce SHAB; Data Partner: Bisnode D&B Schweiz AG; Analysis: IFJ Institut für Jungunternehmen AG) 
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We are happy to provide media representatives with specifically prepared analyses on regions, cantons 
or sectors. Please contact us. 
 
Contact 

Pascal M. Hollenstein, Communication & Media, +41 (0)71 242 98 66, pascal.hollenstein@ifj.ch  
Douglas Finazzi, Manager Suisse Romande, +41 (0)79 721 37 54, douglas.finazzi@ifj.ch 
Simon May, CEO, +41 (0)78 605 60 65, simon.may@ifj.ch  
 
About the IFJ Institut für Jungunternehmen  

Since 1989, IFJ The Institute for Young Entrepreneurs has accompanied 150’ 000 entrepreneurs on their 
way to independence. 
 
As the main point of contact for young entrepreneurs in Switzerland, IFJ offers the most frequently used 
online services in Switzerland for incorporations and mutations in the commercial register. People 
interested in starting up a business, Startups and established companies attend IFJ's intensive courses 
and conferences with active networking. They also use the tools for businessplan, accounting and Smart 
Work, and receive legal support for trademark protection and contracts. The numerous checklists and 
blog articles contain a concentrate of specialist knowledge from more than 30 years of experience in 
the field of Startups.  
 
In the startup space, IFJ offers workstations, meeting rooms as well as seminar and event rooms. 
 
Well-known partners and the public sector count on collaborations with the IFJ. 
This allows us to offer comprehensive startup support free of charge. 
 
www.ifj.ch 
www.startwerk.ch 
www.businessplan.ch 
www.startupspace.ch  
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